
Partners Provide Statewide
Radio Alerts to Save Lives
Jefferson City, MO - As severe weather hits at 3 a.m. and most people are nestled
sound asleep, officials at Missouri’s State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA)
are confident that the citizens of Missouri are less vulnerable to disaster. Nearly all
communities in the State now have access to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) severe weather radio alerts for notification of pending storms.

SEMA, electric cooperatives, private businesses, the National Weather Service (NWS),
and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) joined forces to provide the
State with NOAA weather transmitters and maximize radio alert coverage of every
community in Missouri.

“There have been other attempts of similar projects that failed because tower space
was unavailable for the transmitters,” said Allan Johnston, P.E., an engineering
supervisor at Central Electric Power Cooperative, located in Jefferson City.

In 1995, the State had only 10 transmitters, with coverage primarily for densely
populated areas but very little coverage for its rural communities. Having the NOAA
severe weather radio provides early, life-saving warnings that notify radio users of
approaching hazards to the area.

Although acquiring donations for available tower space and securing funds to purchase
transmitters were key concerns but not obstacles, SEMA proceeded with a plan to
extend radio alert coverage throughout the State. SEMA officials helped to successfully
negotiate with various utility partners and private businesses for donated tower space
to install the NOAA transmitters. Several electric cooperatives, which provide power to
the State’s rural communities, also agreed to facilitate purchasing and installing the
transmitters and equipment before donating them to NWS. In return, NWS agreed to
maintain and program the equipment and provide the communication links that activate
tone alert radios when severe warnings are issued for local or adjoining communities.

“We are generally willing to work with the State and Federal agencies where possible.
When SEMA came to us and showed us holes in radio alert coverage areas, we
worked to close the gap, to protect the public,” added Nancy Gibler, director of
Business Development at Central Electric Power Cooperative.

A major portion of the estimated $1.4 million project came from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP).
The HMGP program is designed to reduce the loss of life and property, lessen the
impact to local communities due to natural disasters, and enable recovery following
disasters. SEMA, the grantee, administered the grants, and the local electric
cooperatives managed the funds.

SEMA also secured funds from Emergency Management Performance Grants (EMPG),
a program of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. EMPG has 50 percent, non-
Federal cost-share match requirement. States can utilize these funds to strengthen
their ability to support emergency management activities while addressing issues of
National concern.
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